EUROPE'S BIG\

After reading about sightings of both Wolverine and Eurasian lynx in Dovrefjall earlier this year, a
Belgian bloke, accompanied by his father, tried his luck on the fjells of this Norwegian National
park.

Pieter-Jan D’'Hondt:

We left on the 4™ of September. Target species were Lynx and wolverine as said, but we also
targeted musk oxes, arctic foxes, mountain lemmings and brown bears (the latter was sought
after in Sweden).

Despite many hours of patiently overlooking and scanning the vast landscape, we hit a blank as
non of our target species turned up. The attempts for spotting a Brown Bear later on in the
Dalarna province of Western Sweden also were in vain. Not all news is bad: the Dovrefjell efforts
were rewarded with splendid obs of both Artctic Fox and Musk ox in this idyllic area.

After Norway we continued our trip to Abisko (a NP in Swedish Lapland) where | hiked together
with school friends. This rainy trip was rewarded with an encounter of a patrolling Wolverine. This
was without doubt THE mammal of the trip!

We found it very sad to hear that no less then 52 lynxes were shot last year in Norway. According
to a local person, who's running Musk ox safaris in Dovrefjell, this quotum of lynx that are legally
shot is the main reason why it’s less obvious to spot a Eurasian Lynx these days in Norway.

Below some atmospheric shots of Pieter-Jan during his stay in Scandinavia.
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